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ACTION DLOS-06 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 EA-07 ISO-OO FEA-01 ACDA-07 AGR-05 
AID-05 CEA-01 CEQ-01 CG-00 CIAE-00 CIEP-01 COME-OO 
DODE-OO DOTE-OO EB-07 EPA-01 ERDA-05 FMC-01 TRSE-00 

H-02 INR-07 INT-05 10-13 JUSE-00 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 

NSF-01 OES-06 OMB-Ol PA-01 PM-04 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 

USIA-06 SAL-01 /134W 

003836 

R 070400Z SEP 76 
FM AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1952 
INFO AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY PORT MORESBY 
AMEMBASSY SUVA 

CONFIDENTIAL WELLINGTON 3337 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PLOS, PBOR 

SUB J : LOS: NEW ZEALAND SUPPORTS THE COOK ISLANDS AND NIUE 
BECOMING SIGNATORIES TO LOS CONVENTION 

REF: (A) STATE 185850, (B) WELLINGTON 2962 

1 . DEPUTY SECRETARY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS MERWYN NORRISH 
INFORMED EMBASSY ON SEPTEMBER 3 THAT AFTER VERY CAREFUL 
CONSIDERATION WITHIN GNZ, NEW ZEALAND HAD DECIDED 
THAT IT WOULD SUPPORT THE COOK ISLANDS AND NIUE BECOMING 
SIGNATORIES TO THE LAW OF THE SEA CONVENTION. HE SAID 
BOTH THE COOKS AND NIUE WERE NOT FULLY 
INDEPENDENT AND AS UNDER-DEVELOPED COUNTRIES WOULD 
BENEFIT UNDER THE CONVENTION IF THEY SIGNED IN THEIR 
OWN RIGHT. ON THE OTHER HAND, IF NEW ZEALAND AS A 
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WOULD DERIVE NO BENEFIT. 

2. NORRISH SAID NEW ZEALAND VIEWED THE 

QUESTION OF LIBERATION MOVEMENTS AS A SEPARATE ISSUE 
FROM THE COOK ISLANDS AND NIUE. NEW ZEALAND REALIZED 
THAT LIBERATION MOVEMENTS, AND PARTICULARLY THE PALESTINE 
LIBERATION ORGANIZATION. HAD SERIOUS IMPLICATIONS FOR 
THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF THE UNITED STATES. NEW ZEALAND 
WOULD OPPOSE THE PLO BECOMING A SIGNATORY TO THE LOS 
CONVENTION. 

3. NORRISH SAID THAT FOREGOING HAD BEEN CABLED TO 
THE NEW ZEALAND DELEGATION AT THE LOS CONFERENCE. 

SELDEN 
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